DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

in which she was lodging sent up to know to what
church she was going on this Sunday morning, so
perhaps she had better go somewhere. But she
would see her beloved mother in a day or two,
and their meeting would be steeped in that dear
love and in the treasured memories of her father
which lived on undimmed, though so much of the
present seemed to belong to the past. And she was
sorry that she was giving so much trouble.

She felt refreshed by her stay at Balmoral, and
on her return there was the usual jubilation, the
children " eat her up," and when their bedtime
came she had to hear all six of them say their
prayers and their hymns, and each had secrets to tell
her. They were well : Alicky was growing very hand-
some, and May, the youngest, was enchanting. Then
a fresh phase of life with new responsibilities and
burdens opened for her and her husband. In the
spring of 1877, Louis's father, Prince Charles, died
after a short illness, three months later the Grand
Duke of Hesse died also, and Louis succeeded his
uncle.

There was an overwhelming press of public func-
tions and of business. She was quite unequal to it,
and her doctor insisted that she should get away
from it all and rest. Louis could not corne with her
immediately, and she took the children to a remote
seaside village on the French coast near Trouville,
leaving her husband to follow. The house was very
small for such a party, but the place suited her;
it was real country, she bathed in the sea and the
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